THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
St Dunstan. St Dunstan dominates all the active part of
the tenth century in England. He was made Abbot of Glaston-
bury, the monastery where he had studied as a boy. He was
probably given the post very early, when not yet twenty-one, his
patron being Athelstan's half-brother, Edmund, who had suc-
ceeded him, and who was a young man, like St Dunstan himself.
He was the leading man in England until, as Archbishop of
Canterbury, he died in 988. Through a very long life, therefore,
from quite early youth to close on his seventieth year, it was he
more than any other who .governed, while the kings of what was
now admittedly one country lived in the midst of faction, died,
or were murdered young.
Dunstan was Archbishop of Canterbury for no less than
twenty-eight years, all the later part of his life; and in that
position he showed intense creative energy in the making of a
new time. Bishopric by bishopric, he imposed the new reformed
ideal upon the clergy, insisting upon the old counsel, which was
now a command, of celibacy, replacing where he could the
slackened secular clergy by regulars in the cathedral chapters,
and perpetually relying upon the central authority at Rome.
It is interesting to note that St Dunstan was a forerunner.
Though England was now at last something of a state, and had
some place in Christendom, it was of no great weight, and one
would have expected influence to come again from the south of
Europe rather than that England should be a pioneer in the spirit
that was stirring throughout Europe.. Yet so it was. The great
change in the Papacy, the triumphant and conscious battle for
the restoration of the Church in its full liberties and strength,
which will always be associated with the name of St Gregory VII
(Hildebrand) came a lifetime later. St Dunstan's effort was local,
and in part failed; but we must always remember that the
revival of the Catholic Church, which was one of the marks of
the ending of the Dark Ages, was thus launched in England, and
by an Englishman.
Ethelred. Ten years before St Dunstan died a child of
ten, whose elder half-brother had been murdered, was crowned
King of England at Kingston. He was the grandson of Athel-
stan's brother, and the right heir; but his own mother had
caused the murder of her stepson, the last boy-King. As
Ethelred grew up through his teens there was a renewal, in not
very grave form, of Scandinavian raids. But when the lad was
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